


2.TOR The constitution, role, powers and obligations of the Council and Academic Senate;  

The University Council and Academic Senate seem to be unable to make well considered major 
decisions which have public support and knowledge.  In the matter of the re-location of the 
university to the city, while University PR will claim that there was consultation early on in the 
decision making process the general opinion is that this consultation was insufficient and did not 
engage with the Community.   

The relocation of the University Campus is a decision which will have major consequences right 
across Hobart and the Tasmanian community.  This year there has been a lot of Promotion for the 
move.  It might be asked if the full page advertisements in the media are a reasonable way to spend 
precious financial resources which are intended for Education.  Meanwhile, the University is now 
saying that they are set on the path of re-location anyway and no amount of public outcry will 
change their minds.  This is not a reasonable approach to a concerned community which is seeing its 
only home state University, the only University in the State of Tasmania slide into a state of chaos.    

An obligation of the University Council and Academic Senate is to maintain buildings to a reasonable 
standard for teaching and academics.  Maintenance has not been carried out over many years from 
around 2008.   The result is – the PR words used are that the buildings are “no longer fit for 
purpose”.  They are run down, because the University has failed to maintain them. 

The future of the Sandy Bay Campus has certainly not been canvased openly.  The Sketches have 
been explored and the idea of the demolition of many recent buildings, including Chemistry, which is 
one of the few Sandy Bay Buildings which has received renovation in recent years, simply does not 
make sense.  It shows a complete lack of respect and honour for older Architectural styles many of 
which were considered excellent and innovative when built.  The idea of 4-6 storey buildings in the 
foothills of Mount Nelson is geologically unsound and includes the destruction of an important green 
corridor on the edge of Sandy Bay. 

The University is also responsible for a very fine Art Collection of around 4,000 works collectively 
worth well over $6 million.  This has been built up from donations, some substantial bequests, 
University funding and federal grants for the purchase of the Arts.  The university has an obligation 
to the people who have trusted the University with their donations and the artists represented to 
adequately maintain the Collection for future generations.  This is not being done.  The Collection 
has no dedicated airconditioned storage.  Instead, the Collection is scattered through various make 
shift stores in the city and at Sandy Bay. Due to the fluctuating use of space between the city and 
Sandy Bay fewer works are on display. To put it simply, the Collection is not adequately resourced to 
allow for ongoing maintenance, display and conservation.   There is one full time dedicated staff 
member who does not have an office fit for the purpose.  The One staff member works extremely 
hard and cannot be expected to cover all the different aspects of the ongoing preservation of such a 
varied collection. Artists and donors are not being honoured. 

Has the Council considered the responsibility of removal of the works of art and Sculpture on the 
Sandy Bay Campus, many of these could not be easily transported to the city Campus. Some were 
designed to be site specific in the understanding that the Sandy Bay Campus was to be the 
permanent home of the University.  Examples of these are: Greg Johns; Passage, 3 panels of Austen 
Steel, valued at $95,000. The work was commissioned for the courtyard between the Morris Miller 
Library and the Administration Building. It signifies the passage the student makes while undertaking 
a university degree. It is over 3 metres high and 4 metres wide.  There is a wall mural in the 
Engineering Building by the Hobart artist Tom Samek, 2 metres high by 9 metres wide. The 
Blakebrough Centenary Fountain stands in the open area outside the Morris Miller Library and 



Lazenby’s. This fountain and the Greg Johns pieces were commissioned specifically for the Centenary 
of the University. There are other pieces around the Campus, but this is not the place to list them all. 

TOR 3 The appropriateness of the Act to ensure accountable executive, fiscal and academic 
decision making;  

Financial decisions relating to the purchase of Buildings seem to have been poor.  The prices paid 
appear to have been at the top of the market with little hard bargaining, resulting in overpayment.  

Building space allocated to certain schools and departments does not appear to have had the 
approval of the academic staff in the area.  For example the Academics of the law school seem to 
consider the new space far inferior to the facilities they have in Sandy Bay. The facilities at the law 
school – for instance the moot court are not presented in the new premises in the city.  

As a Community Member and Alumni I feel there is a lack of accountability in the lease? Sale?  of 
University land for the retail Grocery store, Hill Street Grocer.  At first the placing of a grocery store 
on the University campus might have been seen as a useful service to the staff and students on 
campus, much as the Bank, Post Office and other facilities (many now closed) that were housed in 
the Union Building.  Why would the University wish to provide a grocer for its staff when they intend 
to move the staff to the city.  When the move to the city goes ahead, this business will be on the 
area of the new residential village, which is intended for the Sandy Bay Campus.  Has there been 
proper consultation and full planning for such a mini “suburb”.  What has happened is that we have 
ended up with a full scale grocer catering for a large area of residents of Sandy Bay and Taroona.  
This store placed as it is, outside a shopping centre, causes additional traffic in Regent Street and 
Churchill Avenue as it is accessed by residents from a wide area. 

The sale? and use of this land for a large commercial grocer does not fit in with the original intention 
for the land to be used for Education Purposes. How did this situation come about? 

TOR 4. The appropriateness of the Act to protect and promote academic freedom, independence 
and autonomy;  

Academic staff have been poorly treated over many years and excluded from decision making. 

The recent decision which does away with the traditional Lecture altogether seems to have been 
made without full consultation with Academic staff.  Academic staff should be able to decided what 
format best suits their subject matter and students. Is this deletion of Lectures a decision made 
because it saves the “New” University in the city investing in proper lecture theatres?  Therefore, it 
is a cost cutting exercise and not one made in the best interests of the students, or with consultation 
with academics.  As a student I found the lectures were an opportunity to focus for an hour.  
Tutorials and so “lectorials” were a more stress full and distracting environment for me.  

Thus, it is evident they experience a lack of academic freedom, independence and autonomy. The 
Act does not, in any practical way, recognise their interests.  

I hope that this submission is able to be read in line with the terms of Reference and so bring certain 
matters into the discussion. 

From 

Rosanna Cameron 




